Minutes of the Mohawk Valley Museum Consortium

Walter Elwood Museum at Guy Park Manor, Amsterdam

September 15, 2009
In Attendance: 

Ann Peconie, Walter Elwood Museum
Maury York, Charlton Historical Society
Susan York, Charlton Historical Society
Kelly Farquhar, Montgomery County Historian
Alessa Wylie, Old Fort Johnson
Herb Kopper, Galway Preservation Society
Julia Butler, Caroga Historical Association
Phyllis Keeler, Cook Museum

Lois Gruner, Genealogical and Heritage Society 

Peter Betz, Fulton County Historian
Moyah Sutherland, Walter Elwood Museum
Jackie Murphy

Norm Bollen, Fort Plain Museum
Sandy Lane, Nellis Tavern/Palatine Settlement Society
Tricia Shaw, SXSHS
Andy Albertson, Arkell Museum at Canajoharie
Meeting called to order at 1:15pm by President Tricia Shaw
Pledge to the flag

Secretary Report

With correction to spelling of Don Fenner’s name, Keeler made motion to approve minutes.  Seconded by Betz.  Minutes approved.
Treasurer Report
· Balance $1433.39

· There is currently one check (from Town Line Museum, Johnstown) to deposit.  

· Several unpaid members currently, including:  MVHCC; Indian Castle; Sharon Historical Society.

· Several new members recently, including:  David Cornelius, Schenectady Museum, Keepers of the Circle
Old Business
A.  Fonda Fair

Farquhar reported that four individuals signed up to man MVMC table.  One organization and the MVMC were represented with displays.  Gruner noted that more informational materials for distribution would have been useful.  Betz commended the availability of historical site/museum maps.  Gruner posited that more information should be submitted to the website.  Shaw mentioned – and group agreed – that more people should sign up to man the consortium table in the future.
B.  Website 
Shaw said that individuals should check their pages/links on the MVMC site (www.mohawkvalleymuseums.org); she will make any changes relatively fast.  
Regarding domain renewal, Shaw said she was snookered into a multi-year renewal by an outside contractor and is in the process of getting payment back.  On 9/15/09 Shaw spoke to Network Solutions (the MVMC’s site host).  Shaw asked whether group wants one year at $155 or two years at $305.  Group agreed that prices are affordable based on what the provider offers (hosting, templates, etc.).
Peconie motioned to renew with Network Solutions for one year.  Betz seconded.  

Shaw will renew with personal credit card and York will see to it that Shaw is reimbursed in timely fashion.
Motion passed.
C.  Post Office Box
Shaw said Network Solutions reminded her that consortium needs to establish permanent mailing address.  Discussion ensued regarding who would retrieve mail and accept packages; Montgomery Chamber was mentioned as possible mail recipient but idea was ultimately rejected.  Pursuant to 06/09/09 vote, Bollen will get box in Fonda as soon as possible.

New Business

A.  November Training Meeting

Last year’s training afforded participants (there were 45 present) information on writing professional press releases while other years centered on archival material handling/storing/processing and genealogical research.  After discussion about the value of learning how to do exhibit fabrication in-house, Albertson offered to contact the Cooperstown Graduate Program’s Gretchen Sullivan Sorin about asking graduate students to do a presentation and workshop at November’s meeting.  

Farquhar motioned to allow Albertson to pursue CGP student training.  Gruner seconded.  Motion passed.

B.  Rack Card


Shaw mentioned that a consortium rack card is badly needed to replace the 

outdated (albeit beautiful and useful) MVMC brochure and that it should be pursued in the spring of 2010.  Albertson stated that modest grants for printing promotional materials are available from NYSCA.  Peconie said to check out Hannaford, Bank of America for grants.  Lee Publications also might be worth exploring.
Butler motioned to have Albertson investigate funding opportunities for rack card.  Murphy seconded.  Motion passed.
Announcements
Butler:  Summer fundraising at Caroga was very successful.  Organization is building new barn to house farm equipment.  Attendance overall was down.  Exhibits will be updated in the near future.

Shaw:  Encouraged MVMC members to submit events for consortium calendar.

Albertson:  Encouraged MVMC members to visit the Arkell Museum to see Moving Frontiers exhibition before November.

Adjournment

Gruner motioned to adjourn.  Bollen seconded.  Motion passed.

Minutes respectfully submitted by

Andy Albertson

MVMC Secretary
