Minutes of the Mohawk Valley Museum Consortium

Nellis Tavern, St. Johnsville
June 9, 2009
In Attendance: 

Norm Bollen, Fort Plain Museum 

Lee Lanois, Johnstown Historical Society

Tricia Shaw, SXSHS

Peter Betz, Fulton County Historian

Herb Kopper, Galway Preservation Society

M.L. Kopper, Galway Preservation Society

Sandy Nellis Lane, Nellis Tavern/Palatine Settlement Society

Sue Perkins, Herkimer County Historical Society

Emily Shwajlik, Arkell Museum at Canajoharie

Andy Albertson, Arkell Museum at Canajoharie

Susan York, Charlton Historical Society

Maury York, Charlton Historical Society

John Tokarowski, Hagaman Historical Society
Ann Peconie, Walter Elwood Museum

Don Fenner, Fort Herkimer Church

Meeting called to order at 1:11 pm by President Tricia Shaw

Pledge to the flag

Secretary Report

M.L. Kopper made motion to approve, D. Fenner seconded motion.  Passed

Treasurer Report

· Balance $1323.39
· There are 4 additional dues checks to deposit
· No new members to report

· 7 organizations need to be contacted to pay dues:  Capital District Library Commission; Fort Herkimer Church; Indian Castle Church; MVHCC; SXSHS; Jackie Murphy; Old Stone Fort; Sharon Historical Society; Hagaman Historical Society.

Old Business
A. New Secretary


At last meeting Ossenfort agreed to continue being MVMC Secretary although Albertson’s name was suggested as new Secretary.  Albertson was not present and was unreachable.  Ossenfort was elected.  Following meeting Shaw spoke with Albertson who said he would have liked to have been considered.  Ossenfort agreed to step aside if Albertson wanted Secretary duties.
Motion made by Lane to elect Albertson.  York seconded.  Motion passed.  

M.L. Kopper made motion to send thank you note to Ossenfort.  Lane Seconded.  Motion passed.  Shaw will send Ossenfort a thank you note.
B.  Permanent Address – Web site and Post Office Box

Shaw thinks we should have a PO Box for professional appearance, instead of mail being sent to people’s homes or businesses.  The e-mail address from the Web site has been working well thus far.  Bollen priced boxes in Fonda, a central location for MVMC members.  Shaw agrees that Fonda is good location.  

Motion made by Lanois to secure PO Box in Fonda.  ______ Seconded.  Motion passed.  Bollen will get details and rent a PO Box in Fonda.

C.  Report from By Laws Committee
Shaw said no by law information was sent prior to today’s meeting because there are major personal/family issues with committee members.  Consortium is unable to vote on anything until next annual meeting in April 2010, which is the only time the by laws can be changed.  Shaw will make sure every member receives copy of current by laws before next annual meeting – out of courtesy they will be issued well in advance.  The issue of altering by laws has been raised because changes are needed.

New Business

A.  Buttons

Sticky “buttons” were made for Heritage Days in Fonda and worked well.  They are inexpensive and easily created.  Discussion entailing creating permanent buttons resulted in continuing to use sticky buttons.  Shaw said they are already made and are affordable to produce.

B.  Fonda Fair

Discussion of MVMC volunteers to man booth at Fonda Fair.  Lanois created chart and passed it around for members to sign up.  Lanois also led discussion on digital display that might spark interest in sites.

C.  Other

Shaw asked members to consider what should be done for annual “training” meeting in November – this will be discussed at September meeting.  September meeting was pushed to September 15 and Peconie has agreed to host at Guy Park Manor.

Announcements

Shaw:  Heritage Days was quiet.  Lots more activity other years.  SXSHS only sold a quarter of what had been sold in years past.

Lane:  Rhubarb Festival was well attended this past weekend.  No rain at all helped.  Western Frontier symposium coming up in October – members should be aware of it and participate if possible.

Albertson:  Flood Fest on June 28 with oral history component for sharing stories about the flood.  Moving Frontiers family day on August 22 to include new exhibit on transportation in Mohawk Valley.

Lanois:  Discussed the digital photo frames his organization will be purchasing with funds acquired from WalMart.

Betz:  NBT Bank is now funding new signs around the valley.  There are now new historical markers in Johnstown, Perth and Northampton.

Fenner:  We continue working on renovating Fort Herkimer Church.  Postcards passed for all members.
Shaw:  Just back from NYS History Conference in Plattsburgh and it was fabulous.

Peconie:  Annual Ice Cream Social schedule for July 30 from 5 – 8pm with rain date of 31st.  Also, institution is moving collections and has found the need to downsize.  Colonial collection and tool/implement collection being pared down.  Please call Ann is interested in any items for member institutions (221-0174).   Multi-cultural room will address different area ethnic groups.

York:  At Founder’s Day in Charlton we sold out of new Charlton buttons.  The structures destroyed by fire are both being rebuilt.

Adjournment

Lanois made motion to adjourn.  Betz seconded motion.  Motion passed.

Minutes respectfully submitted by
Andy Albertson

MVMC Secretary

