Minutes of the Mohawk Valley Museum Consortium

Arkell Museum at Canajoharie
November 10, 2009
In Attendance: 

Maury York, Charlton Historical Society
Susan York, Charlton Historical Society
Tricia Shaw, SXSHS
Cathy Ossenfort, Fort Plain DAR

Nancy Pfau, Sharon Historical Society

Peter Betz, Fulton County Historian
Norm Bollen, Fort Plain Museum
Sandy Lane, Nellis Tavern/Palatine Settlement Society
Andy Albertson, Arkell Museum at Canajoharie
K. John Lor, Cooperstown Graduate Program
Al Vinck, FDR/ER NPS Sites, Hyde Park, NY

Barbara Spraker, MVMC Member, Canajoharie Historical Society

Shirley Holliday, Caroga Lake Historical Society

John Tokarowski, Hagaman Historical Society

David Cornelius, MVMC Member

Ellen McHale, New York Folklore Society

Meeting called to order at 1:07pm by President Tricia Shaw
Moment of Silence for Veteran’s day
Presentation by Ellen McHale of the New York Folklore Society on Oral History


On Recording Devices:

· Use a recording device you are comfortable with

· Be aware that newer technology will be outdated quickly

· Avoid mini-cassette players but consider small digital recording devices

Good Points to Remember:

· Sometimes it helps to have someone removed from interviewee (a non-relative, for example) to do the recording because it’s less awkward

· Release forms are critical if the oral history is going to be used in the future for any educational purposes

Interview and Post-Interview Guidelines:

· Do your research on subject in advance

· Decide where you’d like the interview to go using notes, but only refer to it if you need to

· Focus on the individual you’re interviewing so they know you are genuinely interested in their story

· Avoid generalities; start with questions that can be answered within a reasonable time frame; be an active listener; silence is okay – do not attempt to fill it as you will regret hearing yourself later.

· Don’t ever turn off tape recorder (unless you’re asked to do so).  You may miss valuable information.
· Limit yourself to an hour for the initial interview.

· Provide a list of questions ahead of time if you anticipate the interviewee might not approve of all the questions

· Let people know their story is important and that you value what they have to say.

· It is not ethical to record someone secretively.  You’ll be breaking trust and you won’t have a release form for permission to use the recording in the future.
· If someone asks for a copy of their recorded interview, provide it.

· Make sure to send a thank-you letter acknowledging how much you appreciate hearing their story.

· Provide a written record if it’s requested and you’re able to provide it.

Uses for oral history:

· To create a portrait of a person – interview many people to get a well-rounded image of the person

· To record events (flood, for example)

Treasurer Report

· Balance $1,259.89

· Only unpaid MVMC member for 2009 is Mohawk Valley Heritage Corridor Commission.

S. York told group that Bank of America is beginning to charge fees for account with less than $3,000 daily balance.  She learned this when a $6.50 service fee appeared on a recent statement.  She subsequently learned that $14 a month would be charged to the account for having a balance below $3,000.

Discussion ensued regarding switching to a bank that does not assign fees for balances in our range.  Banks mentioned included:  SEFCU, Trustco, NBT, others.  The only bank convenient for treasurer S. York is Trustco.


Holliday made motion to switch to Trustco.  Seconded by Lane.  Motion passed.
Cornelius made motion to accept treasurer’s report subject to audit by non-MVMC individual.  Seconded by Ossenfort.  Motion passed.
Secretary Report

Group requested that meeting time and place for following meeting be stated at end of each meeting’s minutes.  Albertson agreed.
Holliday made motion to approve prior meeting’s minutes.  Seconded by Ossenfort.  Minutes approved.

Old Business
A.  Website
Pursuant to voting at September meeting, Shaw has renewed MVMC’s contract with Network Solutions for another year of web hosting at roughly $155.


B.  Post Office Box

Pursuant to voting at June meeting, Bollen has secured post office box for MVMC in Fonda.  The address is:  PO Box 51, Fonda, NY 12068.

C.  Rack Card

Pursuant to voting at September meeting, Albertson, Alessa Wylie and Ann Peconie pursed grant funding for rack card design and printing.  Wylie received printing quotes.  Albertson and Peconie worked on ILoveNY grant but due to family emergency with Peconie, grant was not submitted.  

Albertson made motion to pursue rack card further to extent that we will have a professionally produced sample and price quotes ready for action at April 2010 meeting.  Seconded by Pfau.  Motion passed.
New Business

A.  By-Law Changes
Members of a committee authorized at April 2009 meeting consisting of Ossenfort, Alessa Wylie and Alice Smith Duncan worked on revision ideas individually but were unable to meet.  Of specific concern to group is that by-laws cannot be changed until the annual meeting in April of each year.  Ossenfort clarified that 30 days’ notice in writing to membership is required in order to address by-laws at a meeting.  Ossenfort expressed that by-laws should be rewritten according to Robert’s Rules of Order.  Pursuant to April 2009 authorization to form by-law revision committee, no action is needed at present to encourage group to continue working on by-laws.  Ossenfort said committee would continue working on suggested revisions and would have ideas in the mail to membership in March 2010, in time for annual meeting.
Announcements
Albertson:  Mentioned Arkell’s November 15 Walter Wick Day and distributed posters advertising the exhibition.
Ossenfort:  Announced Fort Klock’s Saint Nicholas Day, slated for December 6.

M. York:  Discussed Charlton Church Museum’s issue with powder post beetles.  Albertson will send York information on Historic Cherry Hill’s integrated pest management seminars.

Cornelius:  Conducting lecture on Indians of the Johnstown area at the Fulton County Historical Society this week.

Adjournment

Albertson made motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ossenfort.  Motion passed.

Next meeting is April 13, 2010.  Location TBA.

Minutes respectfully submitted by

Andy Albertson

MVMC Secretary
